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14th / 15th December 2019 

THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT (YEAR A) 

Gaudete Sunday 

 

 
 

“….he is the one of whom scripture says: 

Look, I am going to send my messenger before you; he will prepare your way before you. 

….of all the children born of women, a greater than John the Baptist has never been seen.” 
 

 

SS Mary & Michael’s School End-of-Term Mass will be held next Thursday, 19th 

December at 9.30 am in the School Hall. 

Whist and Dominoes – Never mind the rain!  Never mind preparing for Christmas!  

Come along and enjoy a little calm in a sea of busyness and have some fun at the same 

time….on Monday, 16th December, from 2 pm – 4 pm in the Plessington Chapel.  

Everyone is welcome – bring a friend! 

Church Decorating (Garstang) – We will be decorating the church for Christmas next 

Sunday afternoon, 22nd December at 1.30 pm. With the kindness of parishioners we 

should have plenty of green foliage to create a lovely display. As it is Father Geoffrey’s 

first Christmas in Garstang, let’s make it a very special one. All members of the parish are 

invited to help; the more the merrier.  Thank you.  Bernadette Ferguson 

Christmas flower arranging (Garstang) – this will take place on Monday 23rd 

December at 9.30am.  Everyone welcome, experienced or not.  There’s plenty to do and it 

is a fun morning decorating our Church ready for the birth of our Saviour.  If anyone has 

any greenery it would be greatly appreciated. Please leave by the back door of the 

Presbytery. Thank you. 
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Magdalena Club Draw (Scorton) – Congratulations go to Catherine Pickering who is the 

winner of the December draw.  She won £37.50. 

Red Mission Boxes – These can now be collected from the church porch along with a 

calendar for 2020.  £93.09 has been banked.  Thank you.  A copy of the calendar is 

available for all mission boxes holders. 

Catholicism Series of DVDs, including commentary by Bishop Robert Barron, acclaimed 

author, theologian and engaging speaker, will continue this Thursday 19th December at 

7.00pm, in the Plessington Chapel at the back of SS Mary & Michael’s Church.  This is an 

opportunity to learn more about the Catholic faith, and is open to all, Catholic and non-

Catholic. Film / discussion / questions. Everyone is welcome. 

Local Food Bank – If you know someone locally who needs help with food please refer 

to poster at the back of church. Contact 07731 846124. Any food we collect goes to Sr 

Eileen for the Ingol Food Bank.  

Warm clothing for homeless people – You are invited to donate items of warm clothing: 

coats, scarves, gloves, socks, hats, etc.  Please leave them at the back of either Garstang or 

Scorton church, clearly labelled.  Thank you. 

St Joseph’s Church, Skerton – On Friday 20 December at 7.30pm, St Joseph’s will be 

holding an Advent Meditation by Candlelight: a candlelit evening with choirs, 

musicians and readings to help us to prepare for the coming of Christ. Mulled wine and 

mince pies will be served after the event. Tickets are £5 and can be purchased at the door.   

From now until the end of January, St Joseph’s Church, Skerton, is hosting the 

nationally-acclaimed Knitted Bible Exhibition. Thirty Three biblical scenes knitted to tell 

the story of salvation, from Adam and Eve, to Noah’s Ark, to Daniel in the Lion’s Den, 

and Jonah and the whale, to all the beautiful stories of the Gospel. This is perfect for 

families, for young and old alike, and a great way to begin our year dedicated to the Word 

of God. The church is open every day after weekday or weekend Masses or on Saturday 

11th and 18th January, from 11am - 3pm. 

St Peter’s Deanery Bereavement Support Group – Seven Sessions fortnightly 10am -

12noon. If you are interested, or for further information, see poster at back of church. 

Contact No. 01524 64256. 

Emailing the parish – Items for the newsletter/bulletin, please include in the subject line 

the word ‘newsletter’ or ‘bulletin’.  If item is for Fr Geoffrey’s personal attention, 

especially if confidential, please include the word ‘priest’ in the subject line. Thank you. 

Garstang Church Shop Christmas cards and gifts now on sale after Sunday Masses.  We 

would appreciate volunteer/s to ensure the shop can open each Sunday after the 10.30am 

Mass during Advent.  Please contact Jen on 602341 if you can do this. Thank you 

Stars at Christmas – 2019  This year we will continue our established tradition of 

hanging stars in our church at Christmas.  By writing the names of loved ones on a star we 

symbolise the prayers we offer on their behalf whilst we worship together during this 

important time of the year.  There is no charge, but any donation you choose to make will 

go towards helping the poor people of Chivuna.  Stars will be available from this weekend. 

Live Simply Reverse Advent calendar – Many thanks to all those who have donated 

items for the Live Simply calendar.  Over 170 items have already been delivered to Sister 

Eileen at Ingol. She has asked us to pass on her thanks and good wishes for all the help 

and support we are giving.  Photographs of each week’s collection will be displayed in the 

porch at the back of church. For further information please contact Helen on 01995 

238652.  Thank you  



Did you know? … Some brave individuals and communities around the world risk 

everything to speak up for the environment, peace and human rights. Individuals such as 

Batista the son of a rural family who are deeply connected to the land. He hadn’t planned 

on being a lawyer but this changed after rural leaders he knew were being routinely 

assassinated. For over 20 years, Batista has worked for CAFOD’s partner, the Pastoral 

Land Commission, defending the rights of landless communities in the Brazilian Amazon. 

Brazil is one of the most dangerous countries in the world for land and environmental 

defenders. This Advent, amid the busyness of the season, the waiting in joyful expectation, 

remember that they are waiting too – for justice and safety. 

 ‘Lancashire Sings Christmas’ – A countywide event organised by Churches Together in 

Lancashire with Radio Lancashire.  This year we have a live link at St Peter’s Church, 

Scorton.  Thursday, 19th December: gather at 6.00pm for broadcast from 7.00-8.00pm.  

All welcome, and let’s have a good representation from our parishes.  For more 

information: https://lancashiresingschristmas.co.uk/  

First Eucharist / First Reconciliation – We have started to prepare for the 2020 Holy 

Communion programme for children in year 3. If you have a child, or know of any 

children, who do not attend SS Mary & Michael’s School, Garstang, but who would wish 

to take part in the programme, could you please inform Fr Geoffrey as soon as possible. 

Lancaster Diocese Pilgrimage to Lourdes 2020; This will take place from 24th – 31st 

July 2020. Return flights from Manchester Airport, 7 nights hotel accommodation. £779 

per person. For further details see poster at back of church. 

 

Please pray for the repose of the soul of Joan Wilcock, who died recently. Her Funeral 

Liturgy will be at 10.00am on Friday, 20th December in Garstang.  May she rest in peace. 

 

Please pray for those whose anniversaries occur at about this time in Garstang and 

Scorton – Ethel Carroll, Dennis Regan, Arthur J Nickson, Charles Taylor, Joe Browne, Lucy 

Cahill, Gregory Place, Sally Foley, Joan Norcross, Josephine Black, Helena Holland, Rev Patrick 

Flynn, Ann Nugent, Jack Singleton, Ada Rawlinson, Annie Cusack and Jim Winstanley. May they 

rest in peace.   (There are blank forms at the back of both Sts Mary & Michael & Sts Mary & James’ 

Churches on which can be added the name of anyone you would like to be remembered in this way.) 

 

We ask the Lord to encourage and give health to our sick and disabled parishioners, 

families and friends in Scorton and Garstang, including: Janet Howarth, Austin Walmsley, 

Eileen Cartner, Andrew Whipp, Brenda Richardson, Charlie Robinson (3 years old), Ellen Worsley, 

Simon Crossley, Mary Winstanley, Kevin Horan, Paul Cain, Frances Dickinson, Jean Dunne, Louise 

Williams, Teresa Smith, John Cookson, Reverend Andrew Shaw, Wendy Seed, Graham Markham 

(Australia), Louise Gornall, Colin and Marie Swarbrick, Jacqui Elliot, Pat Nickson, a Sick 

Parishioner, Seamus Martin, Peter Holland, Kathryn, Vin Cahill, Bob Cross, Martina Copple, 

Matthew Pearson, Dorothy Evans, Christine Cobane, Ian Moran, David Winstanley, Pat Hickey, 

Nigel Lord, Ewan, Francisca Rainford, Michael Hendry, Lucy and Family, Ann Wicks, Jessica 

Holmes and Phoebe.  (If you would like to add someone, please ask the person involved if they wish 

to be put on the sick list, write down their name and hand it to Father or to D’arcy, or send in by 

email. Please also let us know when a name is to be removed.  Thank you.) 

 

 Wednesday Word – copies for the Sunday Masses of 22nd December can be found on 

green paper at the back of church.  If you would like a copy, please help yourself. 

 

 Mass Times & Intentions, Saturday 14th – Sunday 22nd December 2019  

Sat 14th      6.00 pm (Garstang) All our parishioners 

Sun 15th   8.30 am (Scorton) Anne Gelderd RIP 

    10.30 am (Garstang)   Elizabeth & Terry Fitzpatrick RIP 

Mon 16th   10.00 am (Garstang) Funeral Liturgy: Sheila Bourke 

Tue       17th    No Mass  

Wed 18th   7.00 pm (Garstang) Michael Gornall & Family 

Thurs 19th   9.30 am (Garstang – in School)) In Thanksgiving 

Fri 20th  10.00 am (Garstang) Funeral Liturgy: Joan Wilcock 

Sat 21st   9.30 am (Garstang) All Our Parishioners 

   6.00 pm (Garstang)  1st Anniversary – Gregory Place (RIP) 

        & James Bolton (RIP) 

Sun 22nd   8.30 am (Scorton)  Mgr Michael Tully and Parents 

   10.30 am (Garstang)  Ann Nugent 

 

Devotions and Celebrations this week 

Wed 18th    6.45 pm (Garstang) Rosary 

Sat 21st    9.00 am  (Scorton) Saturday Liturgy of the Word 

      10 – 10.30 am (Garstang) Confessions 

Special Days this week: 

Sun 15th  Third Sunday of Advent – Gaudete Sunday 

Sun 22nd Fourth Sunday of Advent (Day of Prayer for Expectant Mothers) 

 

Meetings this Week:  

Tues 17th  7.00pm 3rd of 3 guided prayer periods, based on ‘Love, a Guide for Prayer’ 

Wed 18th  7.30pm Choir Practice 

Thurs 19th  7.00pm Catholicism series DVD 

 

Last Week’s Attendance:  

Sat 7th       6.00 pm (Garstang)    Adults:  146 Children:          8 Total:  154 

  8.00 am (Scorton)        Total:    65  

Sun  8th   10.30 am (Garstang) Adults:  114 Children:        29 Total:  143 

 

Monies Received last week: 

Garstang: Offertory:  (Inc. £390 Standing Orders and an annual donation): £2,188.55;  Hymn Book 

Dedication: £5; Votive Lights: £60; Shop: £40; Headstone: £120.       Many thanks to you all.    

Scorton: Offertory (Inc. £150 standing orders): £342.46; Votive Lights: £13.87; Family Fast: £25; 

Diocesan Poor Mission; £7.25. Many thanks to you all.  

 

Churches Together in Garstang & District 

Ecumenical Morning Prayer is held at 7.45 am each Tuesday in December at SS Mary & Michael’s. 

 
Hymns at 6.00 pm (Garstang):   Hymns at 10.30 am Mass (Garstang): 

Ent:     Ent:   Christ be our light   883 

Gloria:     Kyrie:   Look around you  936 
G.A.                                                                G.A: Stay awake, be ready    72  

Off:     Off: All that I am  600 

Sanctus:     S,M,D: Celtic  553, 554a, 555 

Acc.     A.D  

Amen:     Com; 1) O come, O come, Emmanuel 112 

      2) Wait for the |Lord    88  

     Rec:         The King of glory comes 107


